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a wide popularity and if the author produces volumes through- 
out the series which are as good as these, he will have done 
Catholic education a great service. 

F. K. 



War and Revolution in Russia, 1914-1917. By General Basil 
Gourko. Pp. xv+420. New York: The Macmillan Co. 

Of all the countries which have had a share in the cataclysm 
we call "the Great War" none has such a fascination and none 
is so filled with mystery as Russia. We have hardly yet awak- 
ened to what has happened there. Reports of famines, bolshe- 
vik uprisings, intrigue, action and reaction come thick and fast. 
And it is all difficult for us to follow. The Slav soul, the Ortho- 
dox Church, the old bureaucratic government, all bring baffling 
problems. A book therefore, which will show to us now, and to 
future generations, something of the inner workings of the mind 
of this great people, and of the crises through which they have 
passed, is a valuable historical study. Such is this volume. 

General Gourko was at one time Chief of the Russian Im- 
perial General Staff, and later Commander-in-chief of their 
Western Armies. In these positions he was able to know much 
that went on in military circles and his "memories and im- 
pressions" are a valuable addition to our literature on the sub- 
ject. Though they are sometimes too technical to be of deep 
interest except to an expert in military strategy, his accounts of 
his own imprisonment, of the progress of the revolution, of his 
wife, who voluntarily shared his incarceration and who, after- 
wards lost her life through the bursting of a German shell in 
the hospital where she was giving herself as a nurse to the 
wounded, all lend human interest to the story. When the real 
history of Russia in these dark days of her existence is fully 
written, intimate books like this, will be useful in its compila- 
tion. A number of excellent photographs bring to the eye what 
the text brings to the mind. 



